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SUB J : DESALINATION FACT FINDING MISSION 
REF: A) USDOC 5716; B) DOHA 106; C) STATE 99706 

1, WE HAVE BEEN INFORMED BY MINISTRY OF ELECTRICITY AND WATER 
(MEW) OFFICIAL THAT MINISTRY HAS NO FURTHER PLANS FOR INCREASING 
DESALINATION CAPACITY. BIDS RECENTLY OPENED FOR FOUR UNITS 
WITH COMBINED CAPACITY OF 16 MILLION GPD TO BE LOCATED AT 

RAS ABU FONTAS IN ASSOCIATION WITH 300MW POWER STATION. 

MEW DIRECTOR NOTED THAT NO US FIRMS SUBMITTED BIDS ALTHOUGH 
WESTINGHOUSE AND ENVIROGENICS WERE INVITED TO TENDER. ONLY 
FOUR FIRMS IN RUNNING FOR CONTRACT WEIR WESTGARTH (UK), 

ITOH (JAPAN), SIR (ITALY) AND SIDEM (FRANCE). 

2. UK CONSULTANTS KENNEDY AND DONKIN PRESENTLY DRAWING UP 
SPECIFICATIONS FOR 480MW STEAM POWER PLANT TO BE CONSTRUCTED 
AT UM SAID, SOUTH OF DOHA. CAPACITY OF ASSOCIATED DESALINATION 
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THAT IT WILL BE ' RELATIVELY SMALL". THIS PROJECT IS NOT RPT 
NOT RESPONSIBILITY OF MEW; INSTEAD IT COMES UNDER AUTHORITY OF 
GOQ INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT TECHNICAL CENTER (IDTC). RESPONSIBLE 
OFFICIAL IN IDTC IS DR. SAID TALAAT. TALA AT HAS JUST RETURNED 
FROM THREE WEEK TRIP ABROAD, AND IN APRIL 30 MEETING WITH EMBOFF 
REGARDING DESALINATION FACT FINDING MISSION, HE SAID THAT GOQ 
HAS DECIDED POWER PLANT WILL BE TURNKEY PROJECT. FIRMS INTERESTED 
IN SUPPLYING DESALINATION EQUIPMENT MUST, THEREFORE, AFFILIATE 
WITH TURBINE MANUFACTURERS FOR SUBMISSION OF SINGLE COORDINATED 
BID. DESALINATION PLANT SPECIFICATIONS WILL CALL FOR CONVENTIONAL 
MSF SYSTEM. 

3. SINCE THIS IS ONLY DESALINATION PROJECT UNDER CONSIDERATION 
AND SINCE TALAAT WOULD BE ONLY GOQ OFFICIAL AVAILABLE FOR 
MEETINGS WITH MISSION MEMBERS, WE DO NOT FEEL THAT DOHA WARRANTS 
VISIT BY ENTIRE MISSION. ALSO, WE UNDERSTAND THAT MZH OFFICIALS 
ARE IRRITATED BY FACT THAT IDTC IS IN CHARGE OF PROJECT INSTEAD 
OF MINISTRY, AND VISIT BY LARGE, USG SPONSORED MISSION COULD 
ADD INSULT TO INJURY, WITH POSSIBLE EFFECTS ON FUTURE BIDS BY 
US FIRMS FOR MEW PROJECTS. HOWEVER, IF INDIVIDUAL FIRMS 
REPRESENTED IN MISSION ARE INTERESTED IN PROJECT, CAPABLE OF 
PROVIDING MSF EQUIPMENT AND WILLING TO AFFILIATE WITH TURBINE 
MANUFACTURER, EMBASSY WOULD WELCOME VISIT BY TWO OR THREE 
REPRESENTATIVES. PROJECT EXPECTED TO GO OUT TO TENDER WITHIN 
ONE MONTH, SO INTERESTED FIRMS MAY WISH TO CONTACT TURBINE 
MANUFACTURERS PRIOR DOHA VISIT. FYI WESTINGHOUSE AND GE WILL 
BE INVITED TO BID. TALAAT HAS INDICATED HE WILL BE IN DOHA MAY 
31 AND JUNE 1. PLEASE ADVISE. 
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